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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT'S INITIATIVE ON NORTHERN IRELAND: GOI STATEMENT 

THE IRISH GOVERNMENT ISSUED THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT ON PRESIDENT 
CARTER'S INITIATIVE. BEGIN QUOTE: PRESIDENT CARTER TODAY MADE 
A STATEMENT ON THE SITUATION IN NORTHERN IRELAND IN WHICH HE 
CALLED FOR A JUST SOLUTION INVOLVING BOTH SECTIONS OF THE COMM 
UNITY AND SUPPORTED BY THE IRISH AND BRITISH GOVERNMENTS. THE 
PRESIDENT UNDERTOOK THAT IN THE EVENT OF SUCH A SETTLEMENT THE 
US GOVERNMENT WOULD BE PREPARED TO JOIN WITH OTHERS TO SEE HOW 
ADDITIONAL JOB-CREATING INVESTMENT COULD BE ENCOURAGED. PRESIDENT 
CARTER'S STATEMENT IS A CONSTRUCTIVE DEVELOPMENT IN AMERICAN 
RELATIONS WITH IRELAND AND BRITAIN AND REFLECTS THE TRADITIONAL 
GENEROSITY OF THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE AND THEIR 
INTEREST IN IRELAND. THE PRESIDENT HAS PLACED HIMSELF FIRMLY 
ON THE SIDE OF THOSE DISTIGUISHED AMERICAN LEADERS WHO, IN THE 
PRESIDENT'S WORDS. SEEK PEACE AND REJECT VIOLENCE. 

IT IS PARTICULARLY USEFUL TO EMPHASIZE THAT THE PROBLEMS OF 
NORTHERN IRELAND HAVE MANY DIMENSIONS. OF WHICH ANY EFFECTIVE 
AND REALISTIC SOLUTION MUST TAKE ACCOUNT. PRESIDENT CARTER 
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RIGHTLY UNDERLINES THE IMPORTANCE OF FINDING A JUST 
SOLUTION BY PEACEFUL MEANS WHICH PROTECTS HUMAN RIGHTS, IN 
WHICH BOTH PARTS OF THE COMMUNITY IN NORTHERN IRELAND AS 
WELL AS THE IRISH AND BRITISH GOVERNMENTS WILL BE INVOLVED. 

THE IRISH GOVERNMENT ALSO WELCOMES THE RENEWED AMERICAN 
COMMITMENT TO CONTINUE VIGOROUSLY TO APPREHEND AND 
PROSECUTE THOSE WHO VIOLATE US LAWS IN RESPECT OF SUPPORTING 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

WITH FINANCIAL OR OTHER AID ORGANISATIONS INVOLVED DIRECTLY OR 
INDIRECTLY IN VIOLENCE IN NORTHERN IRELAND, IRRESPECTIVE 
OF THE POLITICAL OR RELIGIOUS SYMPATHIES OF THOSE INVOLVED. 

PRESIDENT CARTER'S STATEMENT IS A WELCOME INDICATION OF THE 
INTEREST OF THE US GOVERNMENT IN IRISH AFFAIRS. HE HAS 
ONCE AGAIN MADE CLEAR THE GOODWILL OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 
TO A LAND FOR WHICH MANY AMERICANS HAVE A SPECIAL AFFECTION. 

HE HAS OFFERED TO HELP. IT IS FOR THE PEOPLE OF IRELAND, 

NORTH AND SOUTH TOGETHER WITH THE BRITISH AND IRISH GOVERNMENTS, 

TO ENSURE THAT HIS OFFER IS TRANSFORMED INTO POLITICAL AND 
ECONOMIC PROGRESS. END QUOTE. SHANNON 
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